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people would have reflected him; that his whole life had been " strongly marked by wisdom, valor, and patriotism"; that "posterity to the most remote generations and the friends of true and genuine liberty and of the rights of man throughout the world, and in all succeeding ages, will unite" in acclaiming "that you have never ceased to deserve well of your country53; that Washington's "valor and wisdom . . . had essentially contributed to establish and maintain the happiness and prosperity of the nation." 1
But the Republicans w^ould have none of it. After an acrid debate and in spite of personal appeals made to the members of the House, the substitute was defeated by a majority of three votes. John Marshall was the busiest and most persistent of Washington's friends, and of course voted for the substitute,2 which, almost certainly, he drew. Cold as was the original address which the Federalists had failed to amend, the Republicans now made it still more frigid. They would not admit that Washington deserved well of the whole country. They moved to strike out the word "country" and in lieu thereof insert "native state." 3
Many years afterward Marshall told Justice Story his recollection of this bitter fight; "In the session of 1796 . .. which," said Marshall, "called forth all
1 Journal, H.D. (1796), 153; MS. Archives, Va. St. Lib.       2 Ib.
3 Ib. This amendment is historically important for another reason. It is the first time that the Virginia Legislature refers to that Commonwealth as a "State" in contra-distinction to the country. Although the Journal shows that this important motion was passed, the manuscript draft of the resolution signed by the presiding officer of both Houses does not show the change. (MS. Archives, Va. St. Lib.)